RESOLUTION to Call for the Governor and the Ohio General Assembly to Adequately Fund Behavioral Health Services to Ensure Access for All Ohioans in Need of Alcohol, Drug Addiction, and Mental Health Services.
WHEREAS, the members of the (Your Organization’s Name Here) are committed to assuring that residents of (Your county/ies) live healthier lives through access to quality mental health, alcohol and other drug prevention, treatment and support services; and
WHEREAS, two out of every three Ohioans are impacted by a friend and/or family member with a mental illness and/or substance abuse problem, and
WHEREAS, State General Revenue Funds for community based mental health and substance abuse services in Ohio were cut disproportionately in the last biennial budget; and 
WHEREAS, Ohio must address the fact that an increasing number of local communities cannot meet the Medicaid match for behavioral health services within the existing Medicaid population; and
WHEREAS, fewer and fewer non-Medicaid eligible individuals with a mental illness and/or addiction have access to behavioral health services, and the necessary recovery supports due to the continued erosion of the behavioral health safety net; and
WHEREAS, the critical underfunding of community alcohol, drug addiction and mental health services has become so pervasive and acute that vulnerable Ohioans are suffering and dying needlessly.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, Behavioral Health Care IS Health Care. We are resolute that the Community Behavioral Health Medicaid Match shall be funded out of the ODJFS 525 line, Boards shall not be required to utilize local levy funds to match Medicaid, and that both the ODMH line items 408 and 505, as well as the ODADAS line item 401 shall remain fully funded, with the dollars being allocated to communities to be utilized for non Medicaid eligible individuals and non-Medicaid recovery support services..
Ratified on the (date here) of (month), Two Thousand and Ten.
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