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Learning Objectives

Â Following this presentation, participants will 

be able to:

ÅList three different types of MAT (medication-

assisted treatment) for opioiddependence

ÅDescribe the mechanism of action and the proper 

dosing for three different types of MAT for opioid

dependence.

ÅReview common barriers to using MAT in a 

variety of treatment settings.

ÅDevelop a plan to overcome barriers to using MAT 

in a particular treatment setting.
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SOURCE: Naples Daily News, 2001. 

Ritual of a Heroin 

User

ñA Fort Myers woman in her 30s prepares a heroin 

fix at the home of a friend on a recent day. The 

woman uses a hypodermic needle to inject heroin, 

which she had heated in a spoonful of water, into a 

vein in her hand. However, the increased purity of the 

drug and a fear of contracting HIV from 

contaminated needles, along with the social stigma 

associated with needle use, has caused an upsurge in 

users snorting and smoking heroin. "You first get an 

adrenaline rush, then a sensation of mellow. You lose 

sense of time and forget everything,'' the woman said. 

"Heroin is easy to find...You can get a bag for $10.ò
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Opiate/Opioid : Whatõs the 

Difference?

Opiate

Â A term that refers to drugs or medications that are 
derived from the opium poppy, such as heroin, 
morphine, and codeine.

Opioid

Â A more general term that includes opiates as well 
as the synthetic drugs or medications, such as 
buprenorphine, methadone, meperidine
(Demerol®), fentanylðthat produce analgesia and 
other effects similar to morphine.

http://www.izmirpoppy.com/gifs/gallery20b.jpg
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Basic Opioid Facts 

Description: Opium-derived, or synthetics which 

relieve pain, produce morphine-like addiction, 

and relieve withdrawal from opioids

Medical Uses: Pain relief, cough suppression, 

diarrhea 

Methods of Use: Intravenously injected, smoked, 

snorted, or orally administered
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Whatõs What? 

Agonists, Partial Agonists, 

and Antagonists

Agonist

Partial Agonist

Antagonist

Morphine-like effect (e.g., heroin)

Maximum effect is less than a full 
agonist (e.g., buprenorphine)

No effect in absence of an opiate or 
opiate dependence (e.g., naloxone)
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Opioid Agonists

Â Natural derivatives of opium poppy

- Opium

- Morphine

- Codeine
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Opium

SOURCE: www.streetdrugs.org 
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Morphine

SOURCE: www.streetdrugs.org 
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Opioid Agonists

Â Semisynthetics: Derived from chemicals in 

opium

- Diacetylmorphine ïHeroin

- HydromorphoneïDilaudid®

- OxycodoneïPercodan®, Percocet®

- HydrocodoneïVicodin®
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Heroin

SOURCE: www.streetdrugs.org 
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Opioid 

Agonists

SOURCE: www.pdrhealth.com 
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Opioid Agonists

Â Synthetics

- PropoxypheneïDarvon®, Darvocet®

- MeperidineïDemerol®

- Fentanylcitrate ïFentanyl®

- Methadone ïDolophine®

- Levo-alpha-acetylmethadolïORLAAM®


