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PHARMACEUTICAL DIVERSION

ÁCommander, Warren County, Ohio, 
Drug Task Force

ÁCommander - Southwestern Ohio HIDTA Major Case & 
Interdiction Initiatives 

ÁPresident -National Association of Drug Diversion 
Investigators (NADDI)

Á32 years Cincinnati Police Division

ÁCommander Pharmaceutical Diversion Squad

ÁSix investigators, one secretary



PHARMACEUTICAL DIVERSION

ÁDEFINITION? 

ñAny criminal act involving a prescription drugò





SOURCE  OF DIVERTED DRUGS

ÁForged and Altered Prescriptions 

ÁñDoctor Shoppersò

ÁPrescribers/Dispensers of Rx Drugs 

ÁTheft (Health Facility and Other)

ÁPackage theft/diversion (UPS, DHL, Fed X)

ÁInternet 

ÁPharmacy Robbery & Burglary 

ÁInternational Smuggling



INTERNATIONAL SMUGGLING

ÁAlprazolam with roots in Mexico

ÁNot dispensed in the United States

ÁDelivered to Southwest Ohio 200,000 
dosage units a month for 3.5 years

Á100% profit made on each load

ÁArrests made and over 100,000 dosage 
units confiscated

ÁMiami nightclub scene 

ÁActivity continues 









PHARMACY ROBBERIES

ÁUsually addicted individual involved

ÁCIIôs often the target

ÁWeapon or threat of weapon involved

ÁPotentially very dangerous situation

ÁCooperate with the offender 

ÁRemind police to check ER runs

ÁRx Patrol should be utilized 


